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: It is delightful to remember ancient Galilee, and to think of the teaching 
given in its open fields,—the most precious sacred teachings ever given to 
‘humanity. To me it is impossible to think separately of the natural beauty 


of Galilee and of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, As God’s most wonderful - © 


mystery was told to human beings through Christ,—Nature, which is also the 
Word of God, can be found in the words of Christ. In the lilies of the field, 
the birds of the air, the reeds and the evening sky, the fields and their thorns | 


- and thistles, in wheat and oats, and more than in these, in the hot tears and 


blood of human society, every word and phrase of Jesus are expressed. And 
every one of these are in His words. . His words are perfect works of art,— 
pearls and precious stones, In His brief sentences, in His parables, in His . 
commands, His tears and blood are mingled. There isa deep meaning in the 
saying of John, the author, that Christ is the word of God. Christ is indeed 


the Word of God. 


Speak, O Eternal Word! Flow out, O Living Spring! Let Thy voice be 
heard in the fields, mountains, and seacoasts of Japan. O Hidden Eternal 


_ Word, ever veiled and yet ever expressed, pass along the dusty roads, into 


the thatched huts of the villages, the two-mat huts of the slums. Not until 
the Eternal Word enters these dwellings will Japan be permanently 
established as anation. The Voice crying in the Wilderness is not heard in 
‘the city street ; its pure, sweet, melodious tones are like the form of the moon 


in the blue sky. They are an everlasting comfort. In the snows of Echigo, 


in the gutters of the slums, among the peaks of the Japanese Alps, in the 
broad fields of Ishikari in Hokkaido, I have meditated on these eternal words, 
They are comfortable words, not merely for the wilds of Judea—I am 
profoundly convinced that they are words also for Japan. 

For a long time the melancholy Orient has been waiting for the light of 
God. Nevertheless the Light comes not from the East nor yet from the West 
—only from within. Unless the Eternal Word enters into its Soul, the 
melancholy of the Orient will not be lifted. In Colombo, in India, in 
Singapore of the Malay Straits, in Hongkong, in Shanghai, and in Nagasaki I 
have meditated upon these things, and encircled the globe in prayer, An- 
ciently it was considered necessary to the soul’s growth to make geographical 
pilgrimages, But now the true pilgrimage is an uplifting, ‘a high flight, of 
the soul within itself. There is no better guide for such spiritual pilgrims 
than Christ’s Sermon on the Mount. Lacking these words, Mt. Fuji loses its 
shining brightness, and the Inland Sea forgets the glistening of its sunrise. 
For the sake of Japan—for the sake of its highest and most perfect beauty—I 
am endeavoring to enter more and more deeply into the meaning of the 
words of Jesus. 


(The above is taken from the translation of one of Kagawa San’s latest books, 


the “Sermon on the Mount.”) 


A. PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM REv. Tovetiec Kacawa, 


Perhaps it is inevitable that materialistic ideas should spread in Japan, 
but then the Christian gospel has to face a great hindrance, As Bertrand © 
Russell once said, ‘Bolshevism is materialistic Mohammedanism””— 
therefore it has a special, enmity against Christianity. Bolshevism in Japan 
is spreading daily with some force. Especially among young men it has a __ 
great influence. Lately it was rumored that 2000 young. men inclined to i 
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Communism had been arrested, 
suspected of organizing secretly 
a Japan Communistic party. 
I have been considering that 
before this idea enters Japan we 


oe : 


must establish Christianity firmly 


in this country. 
sow seeds in good ground than 
in a thorny or a stony field. 
After materialistic Bolshevism 
has acquired some foothold in 
Japan it will be very difficult to’ 
do evangelistic work among 
laborers and peasants. I fear 
that within a decade or so Japan 
may have more young men 
inclined to materialism, unless 
Christian idealists will stand and 
fight against it. 

The One Million Souls Moved} . 
ment is simply another name 
for a mass movement to meet 
this situation. I we do not. 
endeavor at this crisis, the pro- 


It is better to | 


pagation of the gospel will be | 


delayed about fifty years.. 
is the critical period of the 
whole evangelical history in 
Japan. Therefore we must con- 
centrate divergent forces into 


one, and ficht as courageously 
as a liom. 


Now | 


Probably since the time of | 


the Restoration during the Meiji 
Era, there has been no period 
in Japanese history of thought 
so critical as the present. But 
at the same moment the missions. 
are withdrawing their forces, 


‘and the churches are stereo- 


typing into small sizes. Though 


oe 
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_ are independent, they a are lacking the power to stretch out to reach. 
the mass. If the missions withdraw their forces now there will remain in. 
Japan about 370 to 380 independent churches, and their situation will be 
_ like that of Zoroastrianism in India, affecting only an area around Bombay. 
But if we could have about one million Christians, then Japan would have 
an independent Christian constituency. We must drive our campaign up 
_ to that point. That is the aim of the One Million Souls Movement. 


_ (The whole of Mr. Kagawa’s eighteen years of work has been in the 
direction of a mass movement of the proletarians. Gradually the tide is 
rising. In Tokyo after the 1923 Earthquake his preaching in all the 
_ churches won 5,700. Last year, chiefly in Osaka, where he preached 
© three nights consecutively in each of the churches, and also in various 
other cities, the total: number of decisions was 9,000. Meanwhile 
atthe Friends of Jesus Conference at Gotemba in the summer of 1926, the 
- One Million Souls for Christ Movement had been announced and, in a way, 
- started, through the prayers and- cooperation of the hundreds of young 
laborers and other disciples of Kagawa San composing the membership of 
_ the Society of the Friends of Jesus. 
For the next three years Mr. Kagawa plans to cover all of Japan 
systematically, taking .the Southwest one-third this year. The requests 
_ from the Japanese pastors in Kyushu are so fully in as to constitute an 
entire program, only the beginning date of which remains to be deter- 
~ mined.) 


KAGAWA AT KWANSEI GAKUIN 


The Rev. T. Kagawa, labour leader, social worker, author of some forty 
volumes, dramatic preacher, profound Bible student, fervent evangelist, has 
just finished the most successful series of special meetings for the students 
’ of Kwansei Gakuin College, Kobe, that the school has yet seen. 


_ Short of stature, almost blind, one eye covered with a black cloth, com- 
pelled to use a magnifying glass when reading, he is probably the most 
impressive and effective public speaker in Japan. 

The world knows something of Mr. Kagawa’s work asa labour leader 
and organizer, and of his sacrificial life of social service. But of his scholar- 
‘ship, literary ability, preaching power and evangelistic fervour as much is 
not yet widely known. Those who heard him during the three days from 
May 2ogth to 31st were deeply impressed with his exceptional qualifications 
for religious leadership. 

Mr, Kagawa’s capacity for work is enormous. During his three days in 
the school he spoke not less than six times a day, beginning with an hour of 
Bible study at six o’clock every morning, addressing the entire College 
student body for an hour from 9.40 to 10.40 each day ; “meeting the students 
-in dormitories and special groups and the teachers in special gatherings, 
speaking in English twice to the missionaries and to the boys and girls of 
the Canadian Academy, preaching on the Sermon on the Mount to a mass 
pecsting of twelve hundred or more and finishing with a quiet enquirers 

meeting Thursday evening with between two and three hundred present, 
when he talked to them on John Wesley, ‘“ What he did for me, what.he 
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. did: for England, achat he can do ee you,’ > emphasizing Wieser s teachi 


_ but I did not know that he was so profound a Bible student as his es 


‘unfamiliar doctrine. 


“One Million Sour for Christ in J apan_ 


on Divine Grace and Christian Perfection. 

Mr. Kagawa’s versatility is astounding. I have known him for year 
and was well informed as to his social work and his place as a leader in the ~ 
labour movements and his position as an authority on economic problems, 


here revealed. e 

At six o'clock each morning he spoke on the message of Paul, the fir: Be : 
morning on Second Corinthians, the second on Ephesians, and the thir rd y 
morning on Philippians. There was an attendance of over one hundred and ~ 
fifty every morning at that early hour. And I have never heard mor 
informing or more inspiring addresses on Paul anywhere or in any lan gua 

It was a valuable lesson, especially in Japan, for there has been quite a 
current of opinion among younger Christians in Japan to the effect that : 
between the teaching of Jesus and Paul there is some fundamental difference | 
and that we need to. eet back behind Paul and rediscover Jesus. Not an 


Mr. Kagawa’s method is not critical, not in the least negative, but positive wi 
and constructive. As to the method of Bible teaching he said ‘‘ Do not 
teach the Bible book by book or verse by verse, but as one great revelations $ 
of the redemptive love of God amid the sufferings of men.’ 

Mr, Kagawa’s sense of human suffering is very great. He has seen it in { 
others. He has felt it. He said of himself “ In prison twice, fined threeq By 
times, suffering from evil reports, accused of taking money from Russia.” ’ 

His life among the slums resulted in his contracting trachoma which has 
almost cost him his eyesight. At present he is able to use only one eye, >a 
and can read ordinary print only with the use of a strong magnifying glass. 
His faithful helpers have written the Epistles of Paul for him in. large hand _ 
so he may be able to read more easily. Despite this terrible handicap he — i 
continues to read constantly in both English and Japanese and also to 
illustrate his books with his own drawings. Be sf 

Mr. Kagawa’s money-making capacity now is prodigious. If he were to 
devote himself to profit-making literary work wholly and to keep the profits 
he would be a rich man in a short time. His autobiographical novel, uy 
translated and published in English under the title “ Before the Dawn,” 
was a record breaking seller in Japanese under the title ““ Beyond the death _ 
line.” He told us that that book had over 180,000 readers, But he gives” 
away everything he makes. He and his family, a wife and two cH 
live in the simplest way. He dresses as a common labourer. ' 

By the labour of his pen Mr. Kagawa carries a budget of over Yen 

1,300.00 a month for his slum and settlement work in Kobe, Osaka and 
Tokyo. I said to him “ Mr, Kagawa, you ought to take a rest and give 
your eycs'a chance to recover. Go to some hot springs for a couple of 
weeks,” ‘‘ Oh, that would be fine, then I could write a book and si a 
Eaoueand yen for my free dispensary work,” 

‘Mr. Kagawa’s passion for the poor is boundless. He is surely aoenm 
“Little brother of the poor.” He believes that work for the poor — 
is essential in Christianity. But he also believes most strongly in the 
barrenness of social service divorced from religion. And the strength Ofex 
this conviction has led to a new development in his work, That is to the — 
launching of a campaign to win one mllion souls for Christ. meets ty 
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ey One Million Souls Movement? was. the subiee of Mr. r. Kagawa’ ah 


ress to the missionaries. In a most striking utterance he said “ Twenty 
ven million men frequent the licensed prostitute quarters every year. It 
not too much to seek to win one million souls for Christ.” 
Mr. Kagawa says that the danger is that unless we launch out Brave 
and effectively and win a million souls for Christ and organize them into an _ 
effective Christian force Christianity will fail to win Japan, and will occupy 
a similar place in Japan to that occupied by Parseeism in India. The 
- Christian movement did well in Japan in early Meiji, from 1870 to 1890, 
but since that time it has not made the progress that it should have made. 
It has gained some influence in the student classes and the middle classes 
‘generally, but the governing classes on the one hand and the meng 
classes on the other are almost wholly untouched. 


1 


_wholly outside the Christian Church, This is the great unfinished task of 
Christian evangelism. 
_._ “You missionaries should work with us until we have a million Christians 
“in Japan. Then we can say ‘“ Goodbye.” “Then the church in Japan can 
become truly self supporting and self propagating. But not until then.” 
This is a great utterance. I wish every Mission Board and Mission 
4 _ Secretary could have heard Mr. Kagawa’s address to the missionaries, It 
t opened up many avenues of service to them, and was a wholesome corrective 
_ to the pessimistic utterances so oftem heard to the effect that the missionary’ Ss 
_ work in Japanis done. Mr. Kagawa certainly does not think so but is, on’ 
the contrary, calling to the Christian forces to unite every energy at their 
disposal to realize this great objective. 
One thing, and one thing only, is troubling the friends of Mr. Kagawa ; 
: that is how to find ways and means to relieve him of the resposibility that is 
_ upon him in carrying the burden of Yen 1 ,300.00 every month, in order to 
set him free for the evangelistic campaign in which he hopes to visit all 

_ Japan in three years. 

This is a challenging opportunity that must not be allowed to pass. We 
‘must in some way assist Mr. Kagawa in this great movement. 

If Mr. Kagawa could be helped to the extent of Yen 1,000.00 ($ 500.00) 
a month for three years, it would enable him to throw himselt and the 

forces at his command into his evangelistic campaign with full strength. If 

that is not done his time and attention must continue to be occupied largely 

_ with writing for the purpose of making money to support his work. 

This is an opportunity for the Missions to avail themselves of Mr. 
_ Kagawa’s help and for individuals who can to make an investment that will 
surely produce large results in the Kingdom of God. 

If any who read this statement are moved to “‘ come up to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty” and to unite with His servant Mr. Kagawa in 
this critical time in the history of Christian Missions will they kindly com- 
Berenicate with me or with Mr. Kagawa directly. Mr. Kagawa’s address is 

a Rev. I. Kagawa, Kawaraki Village, Muko County, Hyogo Prefecture, 
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METHODS OF RELIGIOUS. EDUCATION 


Toyvoniko Kacawa 


The following article by Mr. Kagawa is a brief summary of his book, 
“ The Sculpture of the Soul ”’—(Tamashii no Chokokuj— a 
Who will work out programs to apply these methods ? mt 

tr 


We possess many theories, principles and’ methods of education, but those — 
of religious education are not so numerous. Memorizing the Bible and the — 


a 


catechisms were the chief methods in the past, and the present methods of — 
hymn singing and Bible study are not much more attractive to children. | 
Boys Scouts and Girl Guides are taking the place of this acute inefficiency — 
of the Sunday School. Professor Coe of Columbia and Miss Hutchins in 
Chicago have given us very interesting theories and methods, to displace — 
the old-time religious education with new social programs. But meditative _ 
Orientals cannot accept their principles alone ; and probably the method of i 
Jesus Christ was a bit farther advanced than theirs. Jesus pointed to the — 
lily in the field and talked about Nature. Sometimes he taught how to — 
pray and went to the synagogues and to the Temple in Jerusalem. He 
sometimes retired to the mountains for meditation with his disciples. He 
told his followers to put their nets into the deep sea, and labor helped Peter 


to deepen his faith. Summing up these methods of Jesus, we find that His 


of religious Education were not limited to one principle, He used many 


principles and methods to teach God and to teach how to live as a perfect — 
man. 
In the Orient some religious sects consider that religious education is — 
useless. God and the Absolute must be found by one’s own experience — 
alone. They even hate to use words and letters, because these hinder thé 
real essence of Godhood, when it appears to the heart of man. On the other 
hand, the social theory of religious education is very good in one sense, but — 
when we have no money to give, and are far away from great cities,’ and left 
behind in the country, what is the nearest approach by which to educate 
the children in the real Fatherhood of God? We must know that the Bible 
is a historical book. It deals with the past. But Nature stands before the — 
children who cannot even read the Bible, and if we can read the*bible of 
Nature probably we can easily succeed in teaching the F atherhood of God. 
So following the order of development of the religious psychology of 
children and also of the whole human race, I want to divide the methods of 
religious education into seven: (1) The Nature Method, (2) Sense Method 
(3) Meditation Method (4) Labor Method (5) Social Method (6) Bible and 
History Method (7) Piety Method. History tells us that in the early ages — 
of humankind Nature worship, or approaching God through Nature, was 
the first stage of the development of religion. Then ‘anthropomorphic. 
religion appeared. ‘This developed into social religion fand psychological — 
religion, The religion of the prophets was at this stage. After a long © 


ime ice 7 ere canonical ae ie Siete of. canons, books, or 

_ scriptures, Buddhism has sutras, Mahommedans have the Koran, Confu- 

cianists have their texts and Christianity has the Bible. And in the last- 
stage we have great personalities appearing to lead humanity toward God. 

A parallel development is found in child psychology. At the kindergarten. 
stage Nature and sense-development may be used as vehicles to teach God. 
Later on we can use meditation, labor, and the social method. And when 

“the child grows up, the biblical. and historical method will give him: 
‘inspiration. In the last stage, the religious experience of his time will help. 
a find the fatherhood of God in himself. 


a I. Nature Method. 


~The Nature Method of religious education should not be confused with 
the method of science. Science is science. It deals with space and time, 
matter and energy,—mechanically and evolutionally. But the Nature 
method of religious education reads Nature as a Bible of God, as an 
inspiration of God to mankind. It reads Nature as the expression of God’s’ 
- lovingkindness toward man. Our Father sends the rain and shine upon us 
impartially, whether on prison or palace. Therefore we must study Nature’ 
from nine different angles: 


(1) We must know the Life in it, not merely space and time 
(2) We must know its Power 
(3) We must know its Aim 
(4) We must know its Growth 
(5) We must know its Order 
(6) We must know its Selection 
53 We must know its Way of Regeneration 
We must know its laws of Mutual Aid and Cooperation 
(9) We must k ow its laws and principles leading up from the instincts. 
and behavior of lower beings, eg. the plants and animals, to the 
human conscience and the discovery of God. 


It is very good to teach the thirteenth chapter of Matthew to children 
Teach it not only with words but with real Nature. In it there are soil and 
stones, sunshine, seeds, pearls, nets, bread, wheat, tares, mustard, and 
thorns as objects, and with those natural objects the aims of religion are 
taught. The principles of selection, growth, discovery, and preservation 
are revealed there, I send my boy to Nature to find his own God, as Abra- 
ham found God in Padan-Aram. The reason why the children of the great 
cities are losing their faith is simply that they are so far segregated from 
Nature. Unless we restore Nature to them the God of Abraham and Jesus 
Christ will hide His Face from them. So we must study the Nature Method 
very carefully, and make out our own schedule to teach the Bible of Nature . 

_ to the children. 


II. Sense Method. 


The Hymn singing method is chiefly employed now to teach religion in 
our Sunday Schools, but it is not sufficient. We must develop our children’s 
senses in an all around balanced fashion, and wholesomely. Eye, ear, 
smell, taste, touch and muscle movement should be developed. In our 
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Protestant churches we are neglecting (a) The Development of the 
through religious pictures and architecture. We must employ mor 
religious paintings to teach religion to children. After the Reformation t 

Catholic church rejected painting for a time as irreverent, but later th 
revived oil painting for the very purpose of teaching reverence and devoti 
The Protestant church must revive the use of religious pictures to teacl 
religion to children. So with (b) Music, Merely the hymn singing of the’, 
Sunday Schools is not sfficient. We must give the children the real music — 
of the Bach and Handel type. And we must teach them highly developed i 
ie religious music, with real meaning in it. We must explain the history of 
religious music to them, and the personal life-stories of the composers. 
_ Then the children will understand the nature of religious hymns. Some — 


- atmosphere. We can never develop the child’s heart toward God with the — 
present standard of Sunday School singing. Probably it will be necessary 
to have special schedules and programs with the different ages of the — 
children to teach religious music. ‘aa 


(c) Smelling has gone out of the Protestant church. Three hundred 
years ago Japan had a special game of smelling. There were about — 
thirty-six incense-combinations, and when one could tell the combinations he ~ 
won the game. It seems that the Japanese of that time had more smell- — 
sense than at the present. The Catholic church has incense-burning, and so” 
has the Greek church. The book of Revelation has stories of incense ‘ 

burned in heaven. I feel some necessity to develop the sense of smell in — 

religious education. I can never forget when I smelled the incense-burning — 

: at the time of buddhist funerals. When I smell it I become very religious. ; 
[do not know why but it is true. Mary anointed Jesus with nard. Wise © 
: men from the East offered to the baby Christ trankincense and mytthome 
a 
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Probably the modern religious school must prepare frankincense and myrrh — 
_ for Christ. D 


Kay (d) Taste. The keeping of mass in the Catholic church has great 
meaning. ‘The religion of Jesus Christ wasa religion at the table, I may — 
say. He ate together with his enemy, end with his beloved disciple. The — 
most important teachings on religion were at the round table. To have © 
sacrament in the sense that Christ is there present has great power to make _ 
a daily event of religion. In Japan when the master of the family is away — 
we seta special table with all the meal upon it and offer it to him even in — 
his absence. That custom is gradually disappearing in Japan but there is a 
real affection and meaning in it Dining together and feasting together — 
make us group-minded. The two disciples of Emmaus found jesus when ; 
they sat down at the table. So with religious education in modern times. 
‘We must teach the children at the table. 


(e) Touch. Abraham blessed Isaac, laying his hands on his head. So 
with Jacob and Joseph. At the apostolic age, the laying on of hands to 
bless officers in the church was very common. Touching has a great 
meaning from the religious aspect. Those who touch children more will 
win the soul of the child. Therefore the mother’s influence is the greatest in 
religions education. I call this the Mary method. T ouching great persons — 
in body gives a great influence to the child, and also touching objects in — 


- i 


Nature, such as stones, shells, soil, vegetables, barks of trees, etc. I was 
S. 
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much surprised when some children of Tokyo were afraid to touch the soil 
in Musashino, when they went to the country, Quiet sitting, and walking in 
_ the darkness by one’s self alone will help meditation in the beginning, and 
_ then gradually meditation on moral themes must be developed. Then 
meditation on God is introduced and prayer, thanksgiving, praise and 
worship. | aN: 


I 
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Db : Repetitive labor will not help the child to see God. Only creative labor 


_ will help him to find God, because God is Creator. So we must ask of the 


i children their purposiveness to work with things. The project method is 
necessary for the children. And not only to work for themselves alone but 


to make things for others for altruistic purposes will help the children to — 


develop ethically. In the early stage, playing with dolls, playing house 
and playing at setting the table and kitchen work will serve; and even in 
_ playing we must introduce a purposiveness of labor: 


fy’ ‘ 


V. The Social Method. 


In reference to this method, Dr. Coe’s suggestion and Miss Hutchins’ 
__ schedule are very helpful. This social method must also be employed for 

adult religious education. Unless we love others we cannot find God, as 
_ John has written in his epistle. But probably we can develop the social 
method to the full through teaching the theories and practise of soczal 
reconstruction, and the principles of the cooperatives, consumers and 
producers,—of trade unions and credit unions, and through forming real 
Christian guilds inside the churches and among Christians in general, 
transcending denominations and sects. These methods will show young 
people the real way of God. In Europe and America fraternities are 
escaping from the churches because the latter do not practise Mutual Aid 
and love. The members of these fraternities take the golden rule as their 
motto but they do not like to sit in church. Rotary clubs, free masons, 
“and many other brotherhood movements are existing outside of the 
church and practising some essential elements of Christianity, outside 
the church. We must restore these fraternities to the inside of the 
church. These will help the young men of Europe and America back to 
Christ. 
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VI. Bible and History 


The Sunday School has made some advances in the teaching of the Bible, 
but'the teaching of church history is very much neglected We must teach 
_ the history of the brotherhood movement inside’the church, and the history: 
_ of charity and of love inside and outside of the church through Christians, 
_ Such teaching needs to be given to both children and older people in the 
church school. For instance, Herbert Stead’s Story of Social Christianity is 
very good as a text book for an advanced course in these subjects. Even 
_ to the youngest ones we may give a brief summary of this story. And we 
- must give /:ving Christianity not only in the history of the past, but /ived 
_ through the generations. » es 
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The Piety Method is the conclusion of all the other methods, Realise we a 
have bits of all the methods combined in our Sunday morning service. We 
have Bible reading for the historical method, the offering for the method of 
labor, meeting together for the social method, hymn singing for the sense 
method, prayer for the meditation method, and we have some green china 
some plants, to reveal Nature in the church. But real piety cannot be given — 
only bit by bit. Piety is sometimes hereditary. It comes from personal 


influence. It comes from homes, friends, teachers and social environment, 


from books, from social atmosphere. These greatest of these sources of | 
piety is the personal touch. Therefore we may call this piety method the 
personal method. Living together with a great personality a few days or a Bs! 
few weeks or sometimes three years will ‘make the person very religious, — 


Ignorant fishermen of Galilee were made great religious leaders in humaga 


history by living with Jesus Christ. The Methodist movement caught the | i) 
fie from John Wesley’s personality. I can give many instances of this 
piety method. Piety of mothers and sisters and teachers give great — 
impulses to the coming generation. So, more than nature, more than the — 

training of the senses, more than labor ‘and social contacts, more than the & 
study of the Bible and of history, it is necessary that the religious teacher _ 
himself must be pious. Otherwise the child can never become religious. 


- Unless we have family worship, keeping the fire of piety burning at the — 


family furnace, parents need never expect their children tobe pious. This — 
we call the piety method. i “y 
Conclusion. One Sunday’s lesson per week on the Bible may be sufficient _ 
for the child, but religion is Life’s Art. So I hate to call the religious 
school the ‘‘Sunday School”. I do not even like to use the phrase — 
Church School ’—it is too narrow. We must have a school of religion — 


_ seven days in the week. Therefore School teachers and parents have the~ 


great opportunity as religious teachers. To give ideal religious education ~ 
we must change the whole of society to make it religious. But if this is 
impossible to accomplish all at once, we can devote more time on week days — 
to religious education. This sort of religious education is necessary not 
only for children ; we must have religious schools for adults, with all.the 
seven methods employed at the same time The same methods are 
applibable for adolescents and for adultst only with advanced texts and — 
lessons For instance, we have been having the Osaka School of Religious — 
Education, to educate adults in religious matters, and when they are 
educated they can pass on their inspiration to children. . 


ea CEO 

Mr. Kagawa spoke for half a day on May 24th to the Presbyterians 
gathered in annual conference at Gotemba, and on the same evening sent 
them the following telegram : 

“Praying Holy Spirit may guide you to suggest to National Christian 
Council. Conference in June a Pan Japan evangelistic movement with new 
vision, courage and coordination. Kagawa.’ 

Another wording he suggested was, “ At the crisis of the Japanese 
Church, with new vision and courage and coordination, move for the One 
Million Souls Movement with the help of the Holy Spirit—with new 
schedule and plans ”—(three years first period—ten years in all), 


Pray and i Move: for the Revival of the World 


MY CHIEF PURPOSE AND MY WORK IN KOBE 


Address to the Kobe Woman’s Club by Rev. Toyohiko Kagawa, 
February 21st, 1928. 


/ 


It is just eighteen years since I went to the slums, which I found 


4 Peptic chiefly by people of the Suiheisha class, drawn from the 334 


c villages of this class, with a population of 150,000, situated in Hyogo pre- 


Pe Diet. 1 helped about seven to run during the campaign which closed — 


oF ee 


fecture. It is these villages which supply the slum dwellers, and it is the 


_ existence of such a large number of people of this class in the prefecture 


’ 


unions ; (2) then farmers unions, because the slum people come from the 


which accounts for the Shinkawa slums being the largest in Japan. 


Soon after going to the slums I found it necessary to organise labor 


villages; (3) Then proletarian Consumers Cooperatives ; (4) then the first 


Labor Party of Japan, and many other organizations. I am a pioneer in 


social movements in Japan, just now a manufacturer of candidates for the 


__ yesterday. 


(But political work and all the other social movement must have the 


_ religious spirit.) I am aiming to have as the foundation of politics the 


Kingdom of God Movement, the Christian Brotherhood Movement, full of | 


a the fear and love of God—the Gemeinschaft, (revived from the Brotherhood 


_ Movement by that name in Germany in the 13th Century). Therefore I. 


want to devote the next ten years chiefly to religious work, and if necessary 
Beil then come back to politics. 

I shall tell you about three things : physical, educational and social work: 
I Physical Work—for the diseased, sick, and disabled. 

Japan’s population is the densest in the world for its arable area. Righty- 


five percent of the total area of Japan is mountainous, and so only fifteen 


percent can be cultivated—about 6,066,000 cho of farming land. And there 
are 5,540,000 farming families, a population of 2572 per square mile of 
arable area, twice as dense as the population of Belgium, its nearest rival. 
Great Britain has about 660 per square mile. So in Japan life is very 
difficult and the death rate extremely high. It was 20/100 forty years ago, 
and now has increased to 21.2/1000. During that same time Germany’s 
deathrate has decreased from 27/1000 to 11/1000. The whites in New 
York decreased their deaths during that period from 28/1000 to 7/1000 and 
the negroes of New York now have only 13/1000. Even in Japan there is 
a startling difference between the deathrates amony the different classes. 
The well-to-do people who live on the hills of Kobe, around Yamamoto- 
dori, have a rate of only 7/1000. The salaried folks who livein the region 


‘of Nakayamate-dori have 13/1000, But among the poor who live low 


down around the coast, in Shinkawa, the deathrate is 51/1000. The 


peasants’ deathrate is increasing yearly. Two million are born, and 


one million two hundred thousand die yearly, so that the increase is 
800,000. 

Among the diseases responsible ‘for this high deathrate the chief are 
nervous, then tuberculosis, one in every 70 persons suffering from this 
disease. The chief reason for this high tuberculosis rate is underfeeding. 
When the while nation is underfed, the attack of t. b. isgreater. There are 
800,000 people in Japan suffering from tuberculosis of the lungs, of whom 


78,000 die every year. 


i 
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Tuberculosis, leprosy, trechoma and sexual diseases are the four worst — * 
national diseases, which we are attacking. Two out of every hundred people ry 
are suffering from sexual diseases. These are decreasing year by year ee | 

are still worse than in Great Britain. About the only way to attack 
trechoma is to abolish the slums in which it thrives, and that we are doing. Pe 
We have organized the White Cross Society to attack tuberculosis, and the _ 
Mission to Lepers to face the problem of leprosy. There are probably ys 
60,000 lepers in Japan—the largest number in any civilized nation. I have ~ 
studied carefully the statistics of leprosy in India,* and have come to the 
conclusion that the number there is less than that in Japan. So I thought 
that though it would be more of a burden for me, it was necessary for the 
nation to attack the leprosy problem. So I am taking that problem 
seriously. It is very difficult. Unless we teach by means of action the 
public cannot see it. So Iam planning for a Leper House two miles away 
from Akashi, which has.in it 42 patients and 16 of them non-paying. They 
came and asked my help so though I am poor I decided to help them, 
whether I succeed or not. It is, by-the-way, very difficult to cpen a new 
Leper House. The Governor of Osaka Fu tried to open a new one instead 
of the hospital at Sotojima, and the whole county in which it was to be 
located went against him, and he could not do it. SoI want to save that — 
fortress in Akashi, (which is already opened, and in good running order.) — 
‘There are only six Christian Leper Houses in Japan, four of them supported — 
by American money mainly, for since the Great War it was hard for Great — 
Britian to sustain them. These six houses can take care of only 650 lepers. — 
The Government takes care of 2,000, leaving the very great majority 
untended. “i 

_ Sexual diseases we are attacking by the moral betterment movement. I 
am preaching all the time for that, and also I write fiction about it. (I am 
a poor writer of fiction, but as the people like to read my fiction, I use it to 
teach! It is not a very good thing to do, to use fiction to teach. You must 
pardon me!) Just now Iam writing “ The Reign of the Idols” ‘‘ Guzo no 
Shihai Suru Tokyo ’’—-a novel about the problem of the licensed quarters, 
I am also writing a novel about politics, called, ‘‘ The Earth that Inclines ”’ 
“The Lopsided Earth ”—‘‘ Katamukeru Taichi”, which is directed against — 
the G. O. P. of Japan. And I am projecting also a book of fiction about 
the poor lepers, and another about the Exclusion Bill of America, and I 
want to write also a piece of fiction about syphilis, and many others. Two ke 
years ago someone printed some passages from my novels about the slums 
in pamphlet form, and distributed the pamphlets in the House of Peers, 
This led to the government's taking up the tenement problem, and appropriat- 
ing 20 million yen on a ten year program, to destroy all the slums in the 
big cities in Japan. Iam very thankful for this action of the government. 

As for infant mortality, I am helping the city of Osaka to decrease it. 
‘They had the first meeting of their Child Welfare League last year and I was 
the speaker. (That drew the crowd, although there were others also. Ed.) 
Infant mortality is very bad in Japan. In Amsterdam there are only 39/ 1000 
deaths, in London 80/1000, in New York 70/1000, while in Osaka: there — 
are 220/1000, in Aomori 221 and Akita 220/1000, and in Shinkawa 
6009/1000. So we started free clinics about 10 years ago. In Shinkawa and 
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*There are only 55,000 lepers in India against a total i 10,00 

: , population of 300 : 

whereas in Japan the lepers number 60,000 out of 70,000,000. R ‘ uae a 
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* Na ata in Kobe. ‘Tn the two Sureishn oilaee of Nagata, of a ore ] n 
a, there are about 40 patients daily. At first my friend Dr. Majima ran © 
e clinics, and later my wife’s sister, Dr. Yae Shiba, whom I put through 

e medical ‘school, I call this not merely charity Worle but a laboratory, an, 
xperiment station, studying how to uplift the whole nation. It costs four 
undred yen every month. For a long time it was my custom not to ask | 
any money from other people—only to pray, when we carry this kind of 
ampaign against these enemies-Occupational diseases are frequent among — Hh 
he laborers e. q. phossy jaw, in which the jaw is melted because of the 
hosphorus dust thrown off in making matches. There are many of these 

in the slums of Kobe and they look like syphilis—the bones melt and they 
lose the lower jaw. 


a) 
a 


(To relieve the destitution caused especially by such diseases,)I have been 
trying to organize Mutual Aid Societies. In Europe such Mutual Aid— 
Societies have succeeded very well. They are called Mutualitee in es 
France and Gemeinschaft in Germany, and are a new phase of social in- 
surance from diseases. I tried to organise the Christians in Kobe, but 
_ because I left Kobe for Earthquake Relief work the organization there did 
: not get very far. The Society I organized in Tokyo is being carried on 
_very nicely, and so is the one in Osaka, Each thing which I organize I 
e: ‘consider an experimental station, and if it succeeds locally. I organize — 
% it throughout Japan So probably within a few years we shall organize. 
these Mutual Aid Societies nationally. Probably unless wehave a real 
_ Gemeinschaft we cannot decrease infant mortality nor the chief national 
diseases. In Paris the Mutual Aid Societies are organized in the trade 
unions. But the Japanese trade unions are more engaged in strikes 
and have forgotten to emphazise the warm side of Mutual Aid. It is | 
necessary to remember that side, for unless we have real Mutual Aid, it is 
difficult to have real trade unions. 


Il. Educational Work. (a) Religious Education. Some may think ~~ 
Religious Education is very peculiar (and unnecessary, ) but Religion 
is the action of vital life. Religion is not fictitious or visionary. Wher 
you come deep into the hearts of men you will find religion there. 
So I am teaching religion, for unless I do so, probably the Social Movement 
will be a failure. Marxianism is very popular in Japan now, but I stand for 
idealism and religion. Put my religion is not exclusive nor merely of the 
church. My religion lies in the heartsof men. I never speak about religion 
among the peasants and laborers. When I intend to speak about religion, 
I advertise it beforehand. But among the peasants and laborers I merely 
act as Jesus did, as the good Samaritan. Kindness and love are a real 
expression of God. Religion has two sides—Expression, and the Essence of 
it which is Holiness. It is At-one-ment—bringing everyone and everything 

- together—the destitutes, the disabled, the enfeebled people, into the high 
; elevated position, into the very Heart of God. My religion has all the time 
the two sides, of Holiness and of Love. I never criticise Buddhism unless 
it is necessary. But it is true that Buddhism is one-sided. I never consider 
Christianity as an “ism” among the other ‘“‘isms” or religions. Christianity 
is more inclusive, more universal. It is Life, Love, Redemption and Atone- 
ment. I take it not categorially nor doctrinally, but as Life. I go down to 
the slums and “ve—that is Atonement or Redemption—the Oneness of the 


Wing 
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__- Universe, of the Races, of Rich and Poor, of the diverse phenomena of t 
world, cementing all races and classes into one. ' ci Ny ea 
(b) Social Education. I have been educating the peasants and labore ar 
‘ When I got some money from my’ fiction I gave five thousand yen to establish ¢ 
anight school for the laborers. It is probably the best night. school fi 
laborers in Japan—the best staff—former Tokyo Imperial University 
£. Professors and Kyoto Imperial University, and Doshisha professors teach i 
- onit. Four years ago I organized a school in Niigata Ken for the peasants, — 
called the Nomin Gakko, with the help of 1000 yen I received from 
Denmark when I visited that country. I added 2000 yen more and started | i 
the school. But while I was doing earth-quake relief work in Tokyo that ‘. 
| school become Marxian—for as you know, among the laborers, Marxianism a 
is more popular than idealism. But the chief reason Denmark has pros-— ; 
pered is because it has been Christian; so I thought it necessary to starta — 
peasants school on Christian and idealistic principles. So last year I started + 
a small peasants’ school in my own house, at Nishinomtya, beginning on 
Tenchosetsu, February 11. In the morning there were classes in the P| 
gospels, in the Christian Brotherhoods, village sociology, and agricultural 4 
science, one hour each. In the afternoon there was manual labor, and in 
the evening lectures on various subjects. Last year we took 12 out of 48% 
or 49 applicants, and this year we can take only 18 out of 150 who have * 
applied for admission. The school begins tomorrow and lasts one month. i 
The students get much from the personal contacts in the home. : e 
As for Settlements. I organized the Tokyo Industrial Y.M.C.A. work ¥ 
on the Cooperatives as a basis, and two years ago started Cooperatives — 
; among the students and among the laborers in Tokyo. We started also a % 
: night school for the laborers. But since I haven’t many friends among the . 
laborers in Tokyo, I thought it wise to return to Osaka and organize more _ 
labor movements there on the genuine labor union principles, to fight against 
materialism. So I started the Shikanjima Settlement as a fortress against 
.  Marxianism, to stand for idealism and Christianity. The Japanese of Los 
Angeles give two hundred yen a month to the Shikanjima Settlement. 

That is about all of my school work, but in addition Iam lecturing almost 
every day. Formerly I used to preach on the street corners. I began — 
preaching 19 years ago and have never stopped. But after my fiction 
became a little bit famous I stopped street preaching because the police were _ 
always having trouble with the people who would fight to hear me. I had | 
9000 converts last year. This year as yet I have not been able to preach ~ 
because of preparation for the General Elections. We have started a move- 
ment to win one million souls to Christ. This will mean an independent — 
self-supporting Christian movement. This is what I am working for, not — 
the numbers, The Huguenots in France had one million members. Think — 
that when we reach the number of one million Christians in Japan the — 
missionaries may go back. The Japanese Christians give two million 
yen annually, and the missions six hundred thousand. Thh missionaries are 
now decreasing their numbers, but they have never yet reached the fisher- 
men, except through the work of Captain Bickel. The miners also have 
never been reached yet. So I thought it necessary to teach religion, in 
order to have a pure national life, pure from Japanese prostitution. 

Ili. Social Movement. Ten years ago I organized the Kwansei Branch — 
of the Japan Federation of Labor, and two years later the Peasants Union. i 


Lie nye 


een 


ees 


* 


aa 


oe 
ed Weacakniey 


_ Pray and Move for the Revival of the World 15 | 


herd tha ny NO ae i : ‘ 4 
‘his was when I came back from prison in Kobe after the great Dockyard 
strike. It was then that I thought it necessary to organize the peasants, so 
I invited 72 friends of mine from all over Japan to spend two nights in 
_ Shinkawa with me, and to.organize in the Kobe Y.M.C.A. I am nota _ 
_ farmer, so I asked my friend Mr. Sugiyama to be the president of the 
_ Peasants Union. He is now running for the Diet. i 
4 _ Also I organized the Cooperatives of Kobe, Osaka, and Tokyo and many 
ea 


_ others. I thought also that is was necessary to investigate the labor par- 
_ ties of Great Britain, Germany Holland and Europe, so when I was invited 
_ to lecture to the students of the Pacific Coast I went farther and studied 
these political movements in the various countries, and I had the pleasure ~ 
of meeting the Labor Ministers in Great Britain. Immediately afterward 1 _ 
_ helped organize the first Labor Party of Japan, and they asked me to be a 
__ member of the Executive. But while I had been away eight months in 
_ Europe Sovietism had come into my Peasants’ Union, and they passed on 
_ their peculiar aggressive plan (of the cell system.) So I gave advice to the 
_ General Assembly of the Labor Party two years ago. It became necessary 
to cut the Communist Party. Mr. Sugiyama resigned, and he came down | 
and lived with me, and we started a new peasants movement. When I 
_ resigned and withdrew from the old peasant movement it deteriorated into 
chaos. They. are now asking us to unite with them again. So probably 
_ within a few months the three (non-communist) proletarian parties will be 
- re-united. But Sovietism has a clever and a fearful way of fighting in Japan. 
_ We call it CP. fever, or 100 days fever. The way of it is that the young | 
men sleep outside the gates of rich men and think of themselves as revolu- 
tionists. When 100 days have passed, however, they become moderate. 
_ The students and young men like this sort of thing. But I stick to the 
' humanitarianism of Kingsley, Maurice, Hardie, Macdonald, etc. I am 
starting the Kingdom of God movement, and we have three settlements, As 
Wesley’s movement saved Great Britain from a revolution when France had 
its great oneand Robespierre, Danton, etc. were the leaders—then Great 
Britain had Wesley. So we thought it necessary to pray for a great revival 
rather than a revolution—for the Kingdom of God Movement,’ not with 
violence. We don’t know whether or not we shall be successful, but we are 
working for the Kingdom of God Movement. 


Oe 


» Five recent books by Mr. Kagawa have been published by as many 
_ different companies : 
Nampu ni Kiso Mono (Facing the South Wind), a novel for Middle 
_ School boys, published by the old wellknown house, the Hakubunkwan. 
_ Jinrui e no Sengen (A Declaration to Mankind)—A Devotional Study 
of the New Testament, published by the Keiseisha. 
. Kami ni yoru Shinko (Faith in God)—Studies of Old Testament Heroes- 
* published by the Nichiyo Sekaisha (Osaka). 
- Katamukeru Taichi (The Earth which Inclines)—a Political Novel, 
against the G. O. P. of Japan, published by the Kanao Bunendo. 


_ Guzo no Suhai suru Tokoro (Where the Idols Reign)—against the 
licensed system—to be published and already contracted for by the 


-Shinchosha. 
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PauL JONES 1 


People are rather suspicious of leaders today. Theres isa a feeling that 

- svord has been somewhat discredited from being applied as often. to th 
het person who has achieved a certain position as to the man who is exercisin: 
a creative function. This is particularly true of religious leadership. 

‘The world is organized. Society, business, industry, politics and nationa 
life all express themselves through institutions and each institution has 
developed its standards and customs. Woe betide the man who questions 
them, Loyalty to his group is expected of each person, *“‘ Be what people 
expect of you in your position,” is the sound advice given to business men, — 
ministers, labor leaders or citizens; “It is the best way to get on@ 
Unfortunately it zs the best way to get ts the top, and it is unfortunate becalia hy 
; too often loyalty to the institution means disloyalty to the ends which the 
_. 4nstitution is supposed to serve. . . Those who are the leaders in church, 
|. 'state, and society are the ones who have so mastered the difficult art of 
conformity that they are riding on top of the wave, and yet they would giv 
us the impression that they are the motive power of the wave that carries” 
.) them | 
-» Candor would suggest that we should make the chameleon the symbol of 2 
success. Who does not thrill at being called, perhaps, a typical Yale man, 
a typical Bostonian, a typical ere or, Races ofall, a typical man of hisa 
time ? Yet could there be a greater condemnation ? It is man’s nature to ” 
change his environment, to exercise some creative force in the world, and 4 
he should count his life a failure unless he i is, whether people recognize it or | 


not, a man ahead of his time, unclassifiable by any style of typical average. 

Here’s the point that so often gets overlooked. Changes are going on in 
the world all the time. Life does not stay put, but is made. up for the | Tt 
struggle between growth and decay. Leadership as applied to those who F 
are in the top places of society at its present level is simply a contradic 4 
in terms. They represent life as it is and at present are sitting on the lid, 
»_ but underneath are forces of change working that are gr adually ‘building then 
society of tomorrow, and there, where the changes are going on, is the plas 
where real leadership is being exerted. 


Running through all the varying conceptions of God is the central thought 
of His being the creative force in the universe. The creation of the world is 
continuously going on, not only in the moulding of mountains and valleys but | 
in evolving human relationships as well, and it is in those processes of change } 
that the divine power is manifested. Those who would work with Godil 
and as well let Him work through them will have to be putting their efforts. 
into those movements of change that are challenging the organized and 
stabilized institutions of society. ’ 


, 


It is, of course, obvious that not every cause, merely because it makes for 
change, is part of the divine plan ; people are often mistaken when they — 
think they are working with God; but one can be quite sure, on the other 
hand, that any cause “which has for its purpose the strengthening of the 


status quo has no possible relationship with a creative Gods That is what 
lets out our popular idols, 


* Extracts from an article in the World Tomorrow, December, 1926. - <i 
ee or ee 


ana, Deeleeahiy ht God, then, ies one at times into seats ae from 
e the regular point of view. It throws one in with minorities which may often 
be hated and execrated as well.as laughed at and scorned. It demands 


of those who would follow its path not the ambition and perseverance 
q required in the other type of leadership but sympathy, knowledge and 
B. Be oton toe to enable one to know where to strike in, consecration and 
_ devotion to see the struggle through, and above all such faith that this is — 
* God’ 's world in which His purposes are being worked out that one can have 
patience to work without seeing immediate results that can be counted. 


_ _ Perhaps this does not present a very alluring picture of what I have 
_ called leadership with God. It certainly does not lead to positions of 
“prestige, power or wealth. But I am not sure that it is necessary to hold 
out inducements, and indeed it may be that there is the weakness of our 
present so-called leadership ; it receives too much in the way of reward so 
_ that people seek it for that reason. There is little danger of that happening 
_ when one is taking a part of leadership in God’s creative work. It does not 
_ get a person offers of $100,000 jobs, but it more apt to get him fired from such 
_ajob ashe has. It is not apt to lead to the presentation of a loving cup by 
admiring fellow citizens, but more likely to such a cup of hemlock as was 
given to Socrates or to the cup which was presented to Jesus himself. 


{ 
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Some day our religious “ leaders” will revise their advice to the young to 
seek the places at the top and bring it more into harmony with Jesus’ 
- admonition to the contrary. If they are unconsciously merely trying to 

justify themselves we could be patient with them, were it not that the young 
are apt to take them seriously. The leadership of today is the prize of 
successful conformity with the world as it is. Leadership with God takes 
one into those currents where creative changes are taking place. It means 
catching something of His vision of the world and letting Him work through 
one, not caring what one’s portion may be so long as one has the conscious- 

: ness of being a fellow worker with God. 


Ask, and ye shall Receive ! 


In January Mr. F. Herbert Stead, formerly Warden of Browning Hall, 
passed into the Everlasting Realization of God. .A few months before his— 
going, we had the temerity to write and ask him for a hundred copies of his 
book, “‘ The Proletarian Gospel of Galilee’ for the use of all of us in Japan, 
(A number of these are still on hand, at a yen a copy, or free if you cannot 
afford the yen. Mr. Stead asked that half of the books be sold to provide 
free copies of the translation for Japanese Christian workers. ) 


© While in Shanghai last summer at the China Economic Conference, and 
_ very much exercised in prayer that we might have similar gatherings in 
Japan, the letter came from | Mr. Stead saying the books were on their way. 
* Ask, and ye shall receive’ seemed written across the sky, asa promise 
- for the conferences. We asked and received the books; we asked, and are 
to have the conferences; now let us ask with invincible faith, and receive, 
the financial support needed to release Mr. Kagawa for the One Million 


_ souls for Christ Campaign ! 


- social way are being held in four centers,—Sendai, Shizuoka, Okayama and 


Gis’ Million Soule foe Christ in Japan 


“ANEW SOCIAL INTEREST IN THE METHODIST CHURCH 


Rev. P. G. Price, Director of the ‘Social Bureau of 
the Japan Methodist Church 


A change i is coming over the Japan Methodist Church in its social outlobler : 
For years it has been conscious of the evils of intemperance and public 


prostitution but not of the inquality, the suffering and exploitation of the it 


working classes in this industrial age. The church did not get to know these | 
things because it was located in a quiet street near the ‘middle school or 


— university—away from the hum of the busy factory. 


However there are to-day abundant signs that this period of isolation frome 
the life of the common people is passing. In Tokyo the Methodist pastors — 
are meeting periodically for the study of modern problems. The Tokyo 
district meeting has a very active committee consisting of representatives from | 
all the churches. This committee has itself met for study and also arranged 
a very successful two days meetings for all Methodist members of Tokyo. 


The condition of the poor was one of the chief topics on the program. A ; 


very live interest was manifested and the meetings were well attended. 
The Kanazawa district meeting invited Mr. Takenaka of the Social s 

Welfare Department of the National Christian Council to spend three days ? 

in the Hokuriku discussing present labour problems and their solutions. 
During this year special meetings for the education of our church in a> 


Chosen. The Sendai program is specially interesting. It will last five days. 
Pastors and lay representatives will be brought in from the country and very 
able speakers have been secured. 3 

Another interesting sign of the times was a vote by the East Conference 
to establish Labour Sunday and present the claim of labour, specially on that ; 
day. ms 
The recent General Conference wnich was held last October charged the _ 
Social Welfare Department with the duty of studying the labour problems — 
during the next four years with a view to the creation of a policy for the © 
Japan Methodist Church at the next General Conference. t 

Perhaps of more far reaching importance is the new attitude of the students — 
graduating from our theological colleges. They belong to a new generation 
and realize that the individual Christian is a citizen as well asa church 
member. ; 

This new interest I have tried to describe is developing rapidly and is not 
due to any consious movement within the church. The great danger is that 
this new interest which is most healthy and timely should learn to depend 
upon Marx and Russia for nourishment. This danger is very real because 
no Christian solution is being put forward to-day with anything like the vigor 
of militant communism. There is then a grave responsibility resting on the 
leaders of the Methodist Church to guide this new social interest and make 
it a factor in helping the nation to readjust herself to the condition of in- 
dustrial life. 

The Japan Mission of the United Church of Canada is now at new cross 
roads. This is one of the few missions increasing its Japan forces. The 
question was where should the next advance be made? Like other missions 
it has in the past concentrated on students and the educated class: But the 
mission is slowly coming to think that that is no longer the firing line for 
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naries, — Foity years ago it was, but now it is only a pack teal as 
; ay the front line of battle is not in the hill but in the valley with the in- 
_ dustrial and agricultural workers. If the missionary is once convinced that — 
this is really so, the difficulty of it will never daunt him. It will only add © 
spice to it. The Canadian mission decided to send its first new representative aie 
to the farmers of Shinshu. Whether this policy will be continued is too soon 
to say. ; 
_ I think we can confidently look forward to a time in the near future wie 
the Methodist Church will be fired with a new social vision. There is also 
_ hope that the Canadian Church with increased forces will enter upon a new 
stage of mission advance under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


SOTOHIKO MASUZAKI. 1 


(People often ask, ‘‘ What sort of men are working with Kagawa? Is he 
_ gathering strong co-workers to carry on after him?” The following 
_ biographical sketch is translated freely from the Japanese by Rev. J. 
_ Kodama, which appeared in the Christian Home Journal, and is now 
available separately at the Shikanjima Publication Department, under the 
— title of “ From Shinran to Christ.” Mr. Masuzaki isa rural pioneer evangel- 
ist and organizer, experimenting with and demonstrating methods which 
will be of wide usefulness. He is one of the enlarging staff of rural 
_ experts gathering around Mr. Kagawa, and took a leading part in training 
_ the students at the recent Vomin Fukuin Gakko, the Rural Gospel School, 
according to the Danish Folk High School plan, which met for a month 
_ at Mr. Kagawa’s home immediately following the National Elections. Mr. 
Masuzaki has marked ability as an art teacher and especially in teaching 
children and young people to make objects of beauty and usefulness out of 
materials which cost no money and are available in the rural districts.) 


. aS, 


Thirty-seven or eight years ago in Kanazawa an anxious physician almost 
“prevented the writing of this story. It was a case of either the mother or 
the child’s life. The delicate and only daughter of a Buddhist stronghold, 
where the Jodo-Shin sect was so powerful that the people called the vicinity 
a “ Rice-box of Honganji’’, and the five lines running around the temple- 
_ wall indicated its high rank,—this only daughter, unable to carry on the 
_ family tradition, had desired a son to dedicate to the temple. Brought up. 
strictly according to the teachings of the holy Shinran, she had married 
_ such a passionate devotee of Buddhism that though a village head-man, he 
was a favorite of the temple rather than an expert at his calling, and had 
won among the villagers the nickname of ‘‘ Nembutsu-guncho ’’—‘ Invocato- 
_ ry headman.” 
- The only way to save the mother’s life was to kill the child. Just when 
the doctor was about to perform the operation the mother shook her head, 
and with difficult breath said, ‘“‘ Save the child even if I must die; and if it 
is a boy make him heir of the temple.” Three days later she fell into 
_ unconsciousness and started on her eternal journey. 
So young Sotohiko Masuzaki, according to the dying request of his 
- mother, had to receive the education necessary to a temple-successor. At 
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seven he began to study the Buddhist scriptures. But at fourteen or fiftee 
, his‘natural bent made him turn to literature. He had found no interest nor | 
i significance in learning the scriptures, but a great deal in learning of life 
itself through drawing pictures, composing poems, and_ reading novels. - 
as Thus he entered into a new world. Especially was he fascinated by the — 
Russian literature which flooded Japan like an ocean tide after the Russo-_ 
Japanese war. Persuading his father to permit it, he entered a technical — 
school in Kanazawa and took the course in Design. All the way through — 
he was an honor student, and the principal and other teachers of the school — 
expected great things from his future. Rimes 
Mw At the transition from childhood to adolescence he stood at the peak of — 
scepticism. He was confronted by the profound problem, “‘ What is life ?”” 
ite The struggle against the emptiness of life in a temple make him suffer, He — 
in, plunged into the study of philosophy to discover the way to live more fully — 
and earnestly, but could not find there any place of safety, or any real © 
provision for his spirit. Next he turned from philosophy to religion, and — 
read every religious book he could lay his hands on, except those on _ 
Christianity. From his early days he had been taught that Christianity was ee 

not a religion for any Japanese to believe in, that it is the very lowest and ; 
, 

g 

4 


most superstitious of faiths, nothing but an invention of the devil. 
. But still he sought to pass from books to firsthand experience, from mere — 
theory to reality. And so he visited all the famous priests'in and around 
Kanazawa City, inquired the truth and heard the doctrine from them, but — 
could not get anything. From Konkokyo to Tenrikyo, and so on from one 
to another—but no light! Death at last! Suicide! was the conclusion he | 
come to. He would solve the riddle of the universe with death,—and ~ 
tried to kill himself one. two, three times, but each time without success. 


The fourth time, he made up his mind to kill himself by being run over by 
atrain. One the way to the railroad tracks he came to a crossing where — 
he met a group of Salvation Army workers having a street meeting. An ~ 
officer was preaching. His first thought was that this was a disgusting ~ 
thing to see on the way to his pure death He said. to himself “ They are © 
preaching the devil’s doctrine! 1 should neither see nor hear them. — 
Deafen my ears and close my eyes!” and ran away as fast as he could, 
But just them a single sentence thrust itself upon his tortured consciousness : 
“Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you — 
rest.” ; 
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“It is I who labor and am heavy-laden, and suffer and struggle! It is 
myself and no-one else. Devil-religion or anything else, I will go and ~ 
listen to it, if it will take away my heavy burden!” he thought, and ran 

. back as if mad, and threw himself down before.an officer. and said “ Please 
save me. J am tired out—crushed with a load which I cannot carry. I 
have just come out resolved to kill myself.’ He went into’ the doorway 
of the Kanazawa Salvation Army, following the officer, who spoke to him 
simply and fervently of the gospel of the Cross of Jesus. ‘‘ There is no 
other way: to be saved in all the world. (Acts 4:12) Jesus was not a devil. 
He is the Son of God.” So Sotohiko found that for which he had been 
asking, seeking and knocking. 


' Although within two months of graduation, he decided to leave school in 
order to study the Way of God. The principal and other teachers tried to 
. ¥ 
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suade him; but he would not listen to them. And his father, who did 
t yet know that his beloved son had become a Christian, grieved and got 
ngry because of his sudden removal from school. The school gave him _ 
_ Special permission to graduate without finishing, and gave him his diploma! 
Later tho his father advised him to enter some Buddhist school, he passed 
‘the examination to enter the Nagoya Higher Technical School, with excel-— 
lent marks; and when he had begun to cut a conspicuous figure therein 
both spirit and achievement, suddenly again his notice of leaving school 
4 appeared on the desk of the principal. This was because he had made up 
his mind to cut all bonds and go and feed the flocks of shepherdless sheep, 
- that is, to offer his life to be a mission worker who serves and washes the 
feet of others. So he went to Tokyo, leaving his teachers and friendsin 
amazement and the suspicion that he had gone mad. In Tokyo he went 
straight to the headquarters of the Salvation Army and told of his faith and 
_ consecration to Commissioner Commr. Yamamuro, the Commander-in-Chief 
_ of the Salvation Army in Japan. The latter was delighted to have this 
unusual young man, and immediately received Him into the Officers’ 
' Training School of the Army. 
But his father, upon hearing the news, raged and suffered. And sent the 
boy a notice of disinheritance as follows: ‘‘ You who have rebelled against 
_ the precious religion of your forefathers, you undutiful child who ignore the — 
sacred will of your mother who gave her life for you, you whose spirit is so 
_ corrupted may no no longer be my son, and I am no longer your father, 
_ consider that we are henceforth entirely strangers to one another.” | 
_ Sotohiko shed tears, endured everything for Christ’s sake, and prayed and 
' prayed with fasting for the salvation of his father. His disinheritance 
continued for seven years and six months. Meanwhile his father retired 
from his official position because of his old age, and took up again his 
_ former pastime ofjujitsu and fencing of Shinkage style in which he had been | 
_ an expert, opened an exercise-hall as an only hope in old age, and gave 
lessons to his pupils. 

One day Sotohiko received a telegram from him father “‘ Return at once!’’ 
“Father must be ill,” he thought, “ Even though disinherited, the relation 
between father and son cannot be cut off. Father must feel lonesome in an 
emergency, and want to call his son then.” 

Imagining how his father must be suffering, Sotohiko entered the gate of 
his house. His father was not sick. It was early in February. Outside 
the house, the snow lay on the ground several feet high, and the water in 
the pond was frozen solid. The son put his hands on the mat and politely 
greeted his father, but the latter, without even glancing at his son, angrily 
put on his athletic suit and said, “ Sotohiko, take off your kimono!” 
Obediently his son did as he was told asking ‘‘ Father, where is the athletic 
suit for me to put on?” ‘“ You fool, come as you are!” was the answer, 

_ and so he stood before his father in only his underwear in the cold weather. 
_ With his face full of anger the father then exclaimed, ‘‘ Sotohiko, I will give 
you true baptism now. Take it with thanks! Learn which is more 
grateful, Christian baptism, or your father’s baptism!” and as soon as he 
had said this he seized his son by the nape of his neck, with his jujitsu- 
trained hands, and in a moment threw him on the frozen pond. For 
a while the boy was unconscious. When he came to, seeing the white 
_ snow spotted with blood, he sang No. 79 in the Sambika—‘‘ Alas and did 
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my Savior bleed.” The wound he received at that time was a cut four or 
} five inches long. He has the scar on his back even now. With difficulty 
__hecrept back to the exercise hall, with the blood streaming down from — 
Mi his body, His father, still wearing his athletic suit, was drinking sake and — 
both his eyes were full of tears. As soon as the son looked at his old — | 
' father, he shed tears also, forgetting all his pains, and prayed “‘ God! save ~ 
my father as soon as possible!” The father was weeping and the son also. -# 
What a tragic scene ! ~ ya 
Not long after that Sotohiko graduated from the Officers School and was ~ 
, appointed to the Sendai section. Here he met an event in which he 
\ received a fatal wound. A girl had run away from a disorderly house, and ~ 
had again been kidnapped and imprisoned by some rascal, One night she ~ 
' escaped and knocked at the door of the S.A. headquarters asking help. A 
bunch of ruffians knew this and came to the headquarters with clubs and ~ 
canes and gave Masuzaki a terrible beating, hurting his head so that 
concussion of the brain resulted, and he was unconscious four days in the 
hospital. A number of physicians of the Tokyo, Kyoto and Kyushu ~ 
Imperial University Hospitals diagnosed his conditions and said that he rs 
would have but a short time to live, and that if he should live longer it — 
would be as a feeble-minded idiot. But what was the result ? He is healthy ~ 
and strong now after several times the number of years the doctors gave 
him to live, and he remains as gifted a personality as he was before. If © 
this is not a miracle, what is ? 
Masuzaki had all along been consumed with one ideal. It was todo ~ 
mission work among the farmers. It was always in his mind that unless the — 
farm-villages became cultured, Japan as a whole would not become a cultured 
country. His prayer to be sent to some village was answered and he was 
sent to Yokota in the province of Izumo, in Shimane Prefecture, From — 
there the mountain range of Central Japan can be seen in the south likea — 
standing folding screen. Yokota was a primitive village where the wind of 
civilization had never blown. Here he struggled and was persecuted like the 
missionaries in the early days. It would take too long to tell how violent 
and severe was the persecution. He prayed and struggled and prayed and 
and endured, and finally became himself a farmer. In the midst of loud 
laughter, abuse and persecution, he cared for Sunday School children. — 
God opened the way through the children, and gradually the young — 
people who wanted to live in the spirit of the new age began to gather — 
around him. He taught them English, Mathematics and drawing as they 
wished. And from the rich store of gifts and talents with which he had _ 
been endowed he gave may sorts of advice to the village people: He came 
to be recognized as a useful man in the village. 
After that he could organize the young men, and women, calling them the ~ 
So Ai Seinenkai and the So Ai Fujin Kai. Being a man of action rather — 
than of words, he encouraged the people to cooperative methods of farm — 
labor, taught them handwork, and transformed that exhausted village into 
a community rich in industrial arts. An industrial union and a temperance 
society came next, and then a kindergarten and a girls’ high school, and 
a hospital, Finally a large church building costing twenty seven thousand 
; yen, with a bell ringing out the standard time for the village, sent froma 
Christian in England. The bell and the cross shining high in the sky make 
people think ofa religious village in Scotland. a 
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ia hes ten years at Yokota, because the Sslestion Army cannot 
a Fe pccistive on country work, he resigned from it and came to Mr. Kagawa 
and Mr. Sugiyama, and those wonderful men were united in Jesus Christ, 
_and bound together in one spirit. Then with the introduction of Mr. Kagawa 
‘ he started work again in Minabe, Wakayama Ken, last August, as a special 
re “experimenter and demonstrator i; os of fival work. 

fe * * * * * * Raith * 


Masuzaki San’s father, furious at being robbed of his priceless pearl by 
_ the “heathen,” sought by every means to recover it, and resolved to 
_ discover the weak points in Christianity. Shutting himself in his library, 
he refused to see anybody and read the Bible desperately. He began from 
_ the gospels. It was the personality of Jesus Christ that surprised him. He — 


__ wondered at Christ, God in Man,—“ This isa great marvel!” ‘Shinran — 
_whom I worship day and night cannot be compared with Christ. He is 
only a priest, but this is the very Son of God.” ‘‘ If Christ is God, he will 


reveal himself to me” he thought, and mortified himself, fasted, and washed 
himself under a waterfall daily for twenty-one days. On the day of the 
completion of his vow, Christ robed in white appeared before his eyes, and 
then and there he fell down before Him. One day not long after that the 
son received another telegram ‘“‘ Return at once.” ‘“‘ This time Father must 
be very sick” the son thought, and went home to find everything far better 
_ than he could have imagined. His father welcomed the son in his haort 
and hakama, as if receiving an honored guest. The son had to sit in the © 
-guest’s seat before the Tokonoma. The father put his hands down on the 
» mats and apologised for his fault in disinheriting his son, Pointing to the 
scroll hanging in the Tokonoma, on which was written, “ Look up to Mt. 
Calvary,” he laughed and said “‘ This solves everything.” So fair weather 
came between father and son. They embraced each other and wept, hada 
long talk, and prayed and thanked God together, 

The father spent the rest of his life in serving God. He had formerly 
had a skull as his crest, and so had called his cottage ‘“ Skull-cottage.” 
But when he became a servant of Christ he changed the name and called ~ 
his house the ‘‘ Cottage of the Cross” and used his whole time for 
evangelistic work, writing letters, visiting, and preaching at the roadside. To 
the last moment he encouraged his son in his work. and last October, hold- 
ing his beloved son by the hand, peacefully entered the Holy Land of God, 
giving thanks for his faith to go to heaven. The son is continuing his 
mission work and ready to give his life for it, Praised be the Holy Name 
of God! 


Who hath believed our report ? 

And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, 

And as a root out of a dry ground? 

He h th no form nor comeliness ; 

And when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 
He is despised and rejected of men; 

A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

And we hid as it were our faces from him ; 

He was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 

Yet we did esteem him ae smitten of God, and afflicted...... 
* * % 

Bb 7 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shal be satisfied! 


KOBE HELPS KAGAWA SAN 


Mrs. F. H. WoopswortH 


When Miss Topping was collecting material for her program for the 
‘Christmas entertainment in Osaka she called-on several of us at Kwansei 
Gakuin. Kagawa San’s work has always been of intense and vital interest 
and we were glad to hear more about it. During the conversation I ex- 
pressed some fears as to what would become of the work should Kagawa 
- San’s health and earning ability fail and then arose the idea that the foreign 
women might form a group for sympathetic interest and support. A 

meeting was called shortly afterward, at my home, of ladies who were | 
_ interested and anxious to learn more. It happened that the group were 
mostly members of the Board of Directors of the Kobe Women’s Club, — 
Already we were negotiating for a day in the regular Club program and 
were fortunate in getting Mr. Kagawa to speak for us on February 21st. 7% 
Amongst other things he told of the Free Medical Clinic for the poor in 
i which his sister is the resident doctor. The members of the Board were — 

anxious to have the Club give some regular monthly financial assistance to _ 
the Clinic. The ways and means of enlisting the whole membership have — | 
| ice not yet been discovered but quite a group have subscribed to a fund which : 


f 


we hope to make a regular monthly contribution. 
A second meeting of those interested was held at the hone of Mrs. 

_ Kozhevar and as a result a fund was started. Later Mrs. J. Grover ‘Sims, ~ 

_ With endless patience and perseverance, organized the details necessary to — 
the setting up of a concert, which was held on May 12th at the Y.M.C.A. — 
Auditorium, under the auspices of the Kobe Women’s Club, with Mme. — 
Peacock as vocalist, Mr. Kreim as violinist, and Mme. Hutzieff at the piano, _ 

Dr. Myers and Mrs. Sekikawa assisted as interpreters at the Kencho. 

+ In addition to the interest of the Women’s Club members, Miss Topping 
has also enlisted that of many of the missionary groups. At the Annual 
Council meeting of the United Church of Canada held in Kamakura April — 
19th to 22nd, Dr. Bates gave a comprehensive and sympathetic report of 
Kagawa San’s work, especially his present evangelistic campaign— One 
Million Souls for Christ.” The collections for the Sunday morning service, 
-amounting to over fifty yen, were contributed to the work. 

At the Canadian Academy Sunday Vesper services Miss Topping has : 
spoken to the students and awakened their interest and given them a vision 
of the Kingdom as seen by ‘Kagawa San. More and more the devotion of 
this great Japanese Christian leader is inspiring other Christian workers to 
greater efforts and service. 
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From a missionary : 


““T need Mr. Kagawa’s help and your help in a dozen different ways. 
Especially do we need spiritual passion. God is our power house but few 
are fit to be used as transmitters.’ 
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Ax At the cone on May ih the fleas information was distributed ; 
about the clinic which is part of Mr. Kagawa’s settlement work in Kobe: a4 
_ In 1908 the President of the Board of Trustees of the clinic began to 
ive in the slums of Shinkawa, and while doing evangelistic work there, Ak 
served the sick poor, taking a physician to visit them, and providing their 
medicines. In June, 1918, he located a volunteer visiting nurse in the’ 


In July, 1919. Dr. Majima come to be the resident physician, and opened a a 
Branch Clinic in the slums of Nagata, Hyogo. In 1922, the President used 
a the royalties from his novel, “ Across the Death Line” to establish a fixed — 

_ deposit for the benefit of the Clinics, and changed the form of organization — ; 
3 to a Zaidan Hojin. At the time of the Great Earthquake the following © 
2 year both Kagawa and Majima went to Tokyo to do relief work there, and 
arranged for the Nagata Clinic tobe carried on by another physician while Ay 
temporarily discontinuing the Shinkawa Clinic. The reasons for this latter — 
_ was that the Sazsez Hospital had established a medical service in Shinkawa, 
and that there was need of concentrating all available strength in the work 
in Nagata, for in the Great Fire in Tokyo, the stocks and even the plates of — 
a oS Over the Death Line” and other works by Mr. Kagawa were burned, and | 
_ the finances of the Clinic suffered. In March 1925, Dr, Yae Shiba, the | 
_ younger sister of Mrs, Kagawa, took charge of the clinic, and has since 
given her whole time to it. Statistics are as follows: 


Beis 2 Number of Number of 


 * paces Patients Days cared for Expenditure 
Be One Clinic 
i BOUL S 5-0 291 4,218 7909.75 
DOE e a 1031 9,130 2,625 :73 
Two Clinics 
SOLO ss. ciewis 1,653 36,901 5,912.60 
100-8 OEP OTT , 1,409 27,105 5,797.28 
LQ 22-45 «30% 1,947 35,105 5,841.98 
U2 Bid 2 ds vais 1,820 35,100 5,920.55 
One Clinic 
TO 2G sense esas 1,031 19,750 4,209.93 
LQG varices 631 18,542 4,151.80 
: FORO. cah.s 462 21,390 4,865.16 
| FOZ T edie = sus 603 18,078 5,019.20 
Totals. vie: 10,878 235,382 ¥, 46,343.93 
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E>, From a recent letter : 


es aN very small chunk out of the side of that bell that was manufactured: 
Pin: England for ’s church would be enough to swing the work of TK. 
_ for a year. Why is everything so lop-sided ? 
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tt The article comparing Bill Simpson with Kagawa San is not yet com- 
pleted, and will appear in the next issue, as pertaining to the economic 
expression of Christianity, which is to be the general subject. In the 
meantime do read a new book which has greatly delighted Mr. Kagawa—_ 
“ America Comes of Age” published by Harcourt, Brace and Co. It isa — 
ah translation from a French original. . thea’ — 


On June 5th Mr. Kagawa was the representative of Christianity at the : 
public meeting of the Japan Religious Congress. aa 

i 

: 


: On June 15th Mr. Kagawa speaks to the National Christian Council 
Conference. he 
; GS 

: On May 25th Mr. and Mrs. Topping arrived from America, bringing 

4 word that the first month’s subsidy of Mr. Kagawa’s local work had been — 
raised. Who will raise the quota for the next month? 7 
os 

The Annual Conference of the Iesu on Tomo (Friends of Jesus), usually q 
held at Gotemba, will be at Tonomine near Nara, beginning Saturday July — 
21st and lasting for four days. Japanese Christian workers and foreigners 
who understand Japanese who wish to come in touch with the method and — 
spirit of the One Million Souls for Christ Movement are cordially invited. 

In Tokyo on March oth Mr. and Mrs. Walser invited a few of their friends 
to meet Mr. Kagawa, who spoke to them both afternoon and evening, on © 
“The Particular Significance of the Friends of Jesus Movement for this — 
Day,” and “ The Particular Ways in which a Missionary can Serve in Japan.” 
Much discussion, as well as a delicious supper prepared with her own hands 
by Mrs.. Walser, enriched the sense of fellowship There will be an op- — 
portunity fora larger number to meet Kagawa in Retreats this summer — 
in Karuizawa, Ninooka and Nojiri. The one in Karuizawa will take place 
August 24-26, with the assistance of Dr. Hodgkin and Miss Maud Royden, 
and will be bi-lingual, for Japanese as well as foreign missionaries. Invite 
your Japanese colleagues to it! Last summer Dr. Norman and Mr. Binford 
both brought their Japanese co-workers to hear Mr. Kagawa and Mr. Sugi- 
yama at Karuizawa. 

As to program, the general theme of these Retreats will of course be the 
One Million Souls for Christ Movement. But that includes a wide range of 
subjects, covering the most of Mr. Kagawa’s working program. What are the | 
ones you specially want considered ?—The Danish Folk High School Plan 
of educating volunteer rural evangelists, now a tried and tested method for 
both men and women, ready to be established (in the month. of winter farm- 
vacation) in every province in Japan, by you and your associates? Or any 
of the other methods suggested in the list published in both the 1928 
Christian Movement in Japan and the first issue of the the Friends of Jesus? 
Mr. Kagawa’s time is very limited. A rigid selection of subjects will be 
necessary. Ask for what you want in the program. Let us get as rich’an. 
understanding as possible of how to work together to win One Million Souls 
for Christ in Japan. 


Summer Conferences 
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nse De, Hodgkin in Japan — 


_ No one who felt the gracious touch of Dr. Hodgkin’s spirit during his 
brief visit in February, will want to miss hearing him during his summer in | 
Japan. It is almost certain that he and Mrs. Hodgkin will be with us, 
' coming for the purpose of helping forward this new movement of our own 
_ re-orientation to indigenouse leadership.. If he does come he will be a daily 
_ Speaker at the Federation of Christian Missions meeting July 29th to August 
 tst ; and will visit Unzen, Ninooka, Nojiri, Takayama and probably Sapporo, 
Other elements in his program will be announced later, after the final 
_ decision as to his coming. Every one of his summers in China he has been © 
4 _ specially used at inspirational gatherings in the missionaries’ summer vacation 
_ places; and naturally China is not anxious to spare him to Japan during his — 
last summer in the Orient. But the China National Christian Council staff 
_ are generous, and early in June we are hoping for the word which shall 
- assure us of his coming. In preparation, let me recommend two of his 
books I have borrowed from my friends the Converses, and read with 
appreciation :—“ Lay Religion”’, and ‘The Christian Revolution”. Ano- | 
‘ther, “‘ The Way of Jesus”’, turned a difficult Bible class of my brother’s 
_ into a shining success. Other are ‘“‘ Studies in the Epistle to Hebrews,” 
“The Way of the Good Physician,” ‘‘ The Missionary Spirit and the Present 
Opportunity,” “ Friends Beyond Seas,” ‘‘ China in the Family of Nations,” 
_ “* What Manner of Men ”’ is the latest, written on board ship on his way back 
- from the Student Volunteer Convention last January, and not yet published! _ 


in \ 


“Pray and Move for the Revival of the World!” 


During Passion Week Kagawa San, conducting daily prayer-meetings at 
five in the morning at Shikanjima, was wakened from sleep one night by a 
. Heavenly Vision. Similar to that of Paul at Corinth (Acts 18:90, the 

Message told him to go on courageously with the One Million Souls for 

Christ Movement, that God would provide the funds necessary, and gave 

him much-sought direction on a number of practical matters. Then for the 

- first time he told us how the writing of his great novel, (‘‘ Across the Death 

_ Line,’”’) had resulted from the first of such Heavenly Visitations, and that the 
starting of Shikanjima Settlement had come from another. Transfigured 
with fresh inspiration from on high, he cabled the above slogan to Dr. Mott 
at the Jerusalem Meeting; and faced with new courage the crushingly 
difficult situation caused by Japan’s economic shortage. Briefly this is that 
while the support of the three Settlements he has started, in Kobe, Osaka, 
and Tokyo, as well as much rural work, devolves on him alone, publishers, 
book-stores and book-buying public are so affected by the near-bankruptcy 
as to cut off the legitimate literary income by which he had hitherto provided 
for them. By devoting his whole time to increasingly hard labor the budget 
is being met; but that precludes travelling in the One Million Souls for 

Christ campaign. The requests from united groups of pastors all over 

Kyushu and Southwest Japan wkere he will work first (devoting 1928 to the 

South-west one-third, and two more years to the remaining two-thirds of the 

country) are all in and have long been waiting. vay God he may be enabled, 

by financial relief, to start out for soul-winning in Kyushu ! 
The following series of prayer-topics, growing out of prayer meetings in 
_ Osaka, have been put in form chiefly by Miss Tristram. Please share in the 
use of them during the summer : 


* 


Her: oF or the outpouring of ihe Faly Suite on ane etiuees sa 
believers, that we may know and do the Will of God for the geliza 
i of Japan and of the world. i, . 

i 2. For the continuation work of the jerusalem ecuae: as the d et 

scatter to their own countries ; primarily for the report of the Japan delega 

tion at the Federation of Christian Missions in eee te) July ao to Augu: 

Ist. oh 

3. That the Churchr in Japan may awaken. to the spiritual 1 needs 

' laboring classes. ' a 

4. For continued nt eS and_ blessing on the One Million. ‘Gate for 
Christ Movement and especially for the work in Southwest Japan this y 

where the start is to be made of the systematic three-year cambaies over a 

_ Japan. 

Brien eB: For the Retreats this summer with Mr. Kagawa and Dr. Hodgkin, 
- at Gotemba, Karuizawa and Nojiri; and with Dr. ote at Unzet 

and Takayama. MY, 


6. That all literary materials, articles and literature connected vith thi 
eevemenit may be blessed and used by God. : ok 
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CITY CENTRES : RURAL WORK 
Shikanjima Settlement, Osaka Rev. Motojiro Sugiyama, President, Japan Peasants’ 
ee Rey. Genjiro Yoshida, Headworker Union, also Principal, Peasants Gospel School 
ra Dr. Miyai, Dentist Mr. Sotohiko Masuzaki, Rural Evangelist and Or- 
Miss Shigeko Hiramatsu, Kindergartners ganizer, Minabe 
ne Miss Setsu Tanimura, Mr. Hideo Sano, Nakajima, Harima, Banshu | 
fe Miss Yuki Komoto, Nurse . .Mr. Matsuo Kuroda, Principal Peasants’ Institute 


ny Mr, Ohta, Superintendent Publication Dept. 
‘i Mr. Tanaka, Printer, and two others 
Industrial Y.M.C.A., Tokyo 


_ Mr. Yoshimichi Kidachi, General Secretary 
. Mr. Takashi Tsutsumi, Principal Industrial The One Million Souls for Christ Movement 


Consumers Cooperatives, Osaka 


Mr. Kaneji Madokoro, Manager, and 28 employees, 
besides 40 girls making Kagawa Fuku 


School, and eight other employed workers Rev. Shiro Kuroda, Assistant Evangelist, and Religious 

h Shinkawa Settlement, Kobe Education Worker (Sacred music) 
Mr, Kenichiro Sugiyama, Director Helen F. Topping, Representative Kagawa Cos 
Mr. Masaru Takeuchi, Lay preacher operators in America (of which the Chairman is” 


D 3 
Nagata Free Clinic, Kobe RR Vr Vice-Chairman,* Dr. Kenn 
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